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Chapter 10: Congress
Section 1: The National Legislature
1. Why does the United States have a bicameral legislature?

Historical: 

Practical:

Theoretical: 

2. Each term of Congress lasts _____ years.

3. The date that terms begin was changed by the ______ Amendment because ________________ and ___________ were no longer an issue.

4. Congressional terms begin on ______________________. 

5. A session is the period of time in which Congress __________________________________________.

6. Today, Congress is in session for _________ of the year.

Section 2: The House of Representatives
7. There are ______ members of the House of Representatives, all of whom serve ______-year terms.

8. Why are House member terms so short?

9. Congress reapportions the seats in the House after the ____________ is taken every ________ years.

10. Why has the House not expanded beyond 435 members, even as the population of the US grew?

11. Elections held that occur in nonpresidential years are called __________ elections. Usually, the party in power ___________ seats. 

12. The act of redrawing district lines to achieve a specific electoral result is called _______________.

13. Why does gerrymandering occur?

1) 

2) 

14. Explain the significance of the Supreme Court cases below.

Wesberry v. Sanders: 

Gomillion v. Lightfoot: 

Hunt v. Cromartie: 

15. List the Constitutional qualifications for House members.

Section 3: The Senate
16. The Senate consists of _______ total members, or ______ from each state. 

17. Originally, the Constitution said that senators were chosen by _________ legislatures. The ______ Amendment changed this. Now, Senators are chosen by ________________.

18. Why was direct election of senators a necessary change?

19. Senators serve _______-year terms.

20. ________% of the Senate seats is up for reelection every two years.

21. Why do senators serve longer terms than House members?

22. List the Constitutional qualifications for Senate members.

Section 4: The Members of Congress
23. Describe the average member of Congress.

24. Despite this, Congress has more racial, ethnic, & gender _____________ than ever before.

25. Congresspeople are legislators, which means they make __________.

26. Describe how lawmakers can vote on any given bill or issue.

Trustee:

Delegate:

Partisan: 

Politico: 

27. How and why do lawmakers act as servants to their constituents?

28. List the fringe benefits of being a member of Congress.

29. What keeps Congressional salaries at a reasonable level?

1) 

2) 

Chapter 11: Powers of Congress
Section 1: The Scope of Congressional Powers
30. Congress has only the powers granted to it by the __________________.

31. Compare and contrast strict and liberal constructionists. 


32. Most Americans generally agree with a ___________ reading of the Constitution.

Section 2: The Expressed Powers of Money and Commerce
33. Why does Congress levy taxes?

1) 

2) 

3) 

34. Congress may tax only for _______ purposes. Congress may not tax __________.

35. Using specific examples, compare and contrast direct and indirect taxes
36. The Federal Government regularly ___________ more money than it _____________, leading to deficit financing.

37. President ____________ was able to balance the budget. Why did the era of balanced budgets end?

1) 

2) 

3) 

38. The power to regulate interstate and foreign trade is called the __________ Power.

39. Explain the lasting significance of Gibbons v. Ogden.

40. Why was the Federal government (Congress, specifically) given the power to coin and regulate money?

Section 3: Other Expressed Powers
41. Explain each expressed power below.

War: 

Naturalization:

Postal:

Copyrights & Patents: 

Weights & Measures:

42. Describe the checks Congress has on the Judicial Branch.

Section 4: The Implied Powers
43. Explain the lasting importance of McCulloch v. Maryland.

Section 5: The Nonlegislative Powers
44. If no candidate receives a majority of the electoral votes for president, the __________ chooses the winner.

45. Describe the impeachment process.

46. Describe the checks Congress has on the Executive Branch.

Chapter 12: Congress in Action
Section 1: Congress Organizes
47. Why does the first day of a Congressional session go more smoothly in the Senate?

48. The most powerful member of Congress is the _________________________. Their two major roles are to __________ and keep ___________ in the House.

49. The _____________ is the president of the Senate. Their biggest power is to vote if there is a _____.

50. The president pro tempore presides over the Senate most of the time. They are the longest-___________ member of the ___________ party in the Senate. 

51. What are the roles of majority and minority leaders in Congress?

52. Floor leaders are assisted by party __________.

53. Committees are usually chaired by the most _________ committee member of the majority party.

54. What are the pros and cons of the seniority rule?

Section 2: Committees in Congress
55. Why does Congress use committees?

56. Describe each committee type.

Standing Committee:  

Select Committee:

Joint Committee: 

Section 3: How a Bill Becomes Law: The House
57. What is the difference between a bill, a resolution, and a law?

58. Why are riders attached to bills?

59. Most bills are __________________ by committees and can only be brought before Congress by a _____________________. 

60. Committees typically further divide their work into several _______________, which hold hearings and gather information.

61. Why does the House have limits on the length members can debate a bill?

Section 4: The Bill in the Senate
62. Why are there fewer rules concerning debate in the Senate?

63. Why would a senator use a filibuster?

64. Cloture is a rule that ___________ debate. It requires ______% support to pass.

65. Conference committees make sure that measures enacted by the House and Senate are ____________.

66. Describe the four things the president can do with a bill when it reaches their desk.

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

Essential Questions (Answer each from information found in this reading guide - 5 EC pts)
Why is the Legislative Branch set up the way it is? 

How does a bill become a law?
Why is Congress inefficient?
Terms (Define each below or on a separate sheet - 5 EC pts)
Article I -






Speaker of the House -
Session -






President of the Senate -
Adjourns -





President pro tempore -
Special session -





Floor leaders -
Apportioned -





Whips -
Seniority rule -
Standing committee -
Select committee -
Constituencies
-



Conference committee -
Bill -
Resolutions -
Oversight function -




Rider -
Quorum -
Filibuster -
Cloture -
Veto -
Pocket veto -
