Music Appreciation 

test review

Renaissance

The most important invention of the Renaissance period was the printing press because it changed the world forever. Communication would be faster and faster from that point on.

Know the definitions of:


A cappella – vocal music, no instrument accompaniment


Word/text painting – music reflecting the meaning of the words


Continuous imitation – voices sing/play the same melody line one after the other, often overlapping each other


Accompaniment – music played by an instrument in support of a soloist or group


Cantus firmus – fixed melody in bass line while the other voices are more elaborate


Embellish – to dress up or ornament music


Vernacular – language of the local people


Chanson – French love song


Lyrics – words of a song

Catholic Mass is divided into 2 sections – the proper and the ordinary. The ordinary is exactly the same for every service. The proper changes according to the season and occasion. The ordinary is the part of the mass that is set to music 


The ordinary is divided into 5 parts:



Kyrie –in Greek - God have mercy, Christ have mercy, God have mercy



Gloria – in Latin – Gloria to God in the highest



Credo – Latin – I believe…in God the father almighty



Sanctus – Latin – Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty



Anus Dei – Latin – Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world

Martin Luther thought music in worship should be participated in by all the people, he thought the music should be in the vernacular

Eventually the Catholic Church did take a close look at the way they were doing business. They created a committee to study the matter – the Council of Trent recommended changes in many areas. In the area of music the council recommended:


1. too many embellishments had been added to the cantus firmus


2. secular instruments were being used in worship and should be now excluded


3. musicians were generally irreverent during worship and should be disciplined


4. polyphonic music made it difficult to understand the words to the music and should therefore be forbidden.

Palestrina is one of the finest composers ever. He perfected polyphonic music so well composers for the next 400 years studied his method of composing. When the pope told him there would be no more polyphonic music in the church, Palestrina wrote the Pope Marcellus Mass to prove polyphonic music that was well written could also be understood.

The 14th century Italian madrigal was a song in the mother tongue. The lyrics are poetry about love, a nature scene, humor, satire, politics or everyday life. The words are reflective and emotional – "weeping, sighing", it is 2-3 voice parts, instruments can duplicated voices or substitute for voices,  it is 2 –3 verses – each verse 3 lines long – 2 of the lines rhyme plus a final verse that is 2 lines long that both rhyme, written in iambic pentameter – 7 or 11 syllables per line

The English adapted the madrigal but made a few changes of their own


Simpler text, humorous/nonsense words or syllables, sections repeat, overlapping imitation, homorhythmic (all verses move rhythmically together), text painting, polyphonic

