Music Appreciation – Middles Ages continued – 476 – 1450

The years 500 – 1000 were also known as The Dark Ages 

The king of countries had all the power – with the approval of the Roman Catholic Pope

The German Emperor Charlemagne (then known as the Franks) 742 –814


Encouraged education


Had ideal of social justice


Great Christian king


Known to be the most just and enlightened government in Europe


Created the "Holy Roman Empire" since his kingdom included Italy

Monasteries became more important – religious communities that were educated and where music was very important

1000 – 1450
great cathedrals were built



universities were established



art and culture became more important

Chapter 12   p. 76

Music in the Christian church was influenced by the Greeks, Israelis and Syrians

In 590 AD Gregory The Great became Pope he served until 604

He developed a system of charities and hospitals

He rewrote the law and penal code


Gregory is credited with overseeing many changes to the worship service:


1 style of worship for all people and services


Latin used in all worship services


He wanted more music in worship and encouraged it to be more organized.  The role of the musician in the church was elevated. Music was written down and kept. Choirs of monks and priests were organized and performing became a part of the regular worship services.

Music then was monophonic – 1 melody line with nothing else. Music did not have a rhythm, no sense of beat, free flowing, notes with values had not yet been created, no time signature. The music created for worship in that time was called "Gregorian Chant" in honor of Pope Gregory (page 78 top – picture of music) Most of these chants were not signed, we do not know who wrote them

CD Norton Scores – CD 1 track 3 Gregorian Chant from Mass for Christmas Day

Notice the lack of rhythm or beat. There are no wide leaps in pitch, no dynamic changes, very reverent sounding, words are in Latin

There were 3 styles of writing used in Gregorian chant (page 77 – blue box)


1. syllabic – 1 note to each syllable to text


2. neumatic – small groups of notes (2-6) sung to each syllable


3. melismatic – long groups of note to each syllable

At first, chants were taught by oral tradition since they were not written down. (Oral tradition – being taught by hearing it then repeating what you hear until you remember it)

Eventually notes called neumes were created to help people remember and read unknown music.

As music further  evolved, modes were created which eventually evolved into scales

Catholic worship services were held throughout the day. They were divided into 2 categories:
1 – offices – services that occurred many times throughout the day



2. – mass – worship services that included communion – a re-enactment



        of the sacrifice Christ made for mankind – eating bread which 



         represents Christ's body and drinking wine which represents



         Christ's blood

The Mass has 2 sections – the Ordinary and the Proper

The Ordinary is those parts of the service that never changed


The Proper is those parts of the Mass that change according to the calendar season



Ex. – Christmas, Easter, Advent, Lent, etc

Men and women could devote their lives to serving God and the church. They would deny themselves earthly pleasures such as fine clothes, extravagant foods and drinks, and marriage and children – (sex). They secluded themselves by living in cloisters or monasteries. They attended many worship services everyday plus did the work of the monastery – cooking, cleaning, gardening, keeping animals for milk and food, copying scriptures by hand, copying music by hand.

One woman who devoted her life to the church was Hildegard of Bingen – 1098 – 1179

She became the founder and abbess (head nun) of a convent in Germany. She was famous for her powers of prophecy. She was also a poet, playwright and musician. Kings and priests sought her advice on political as religious issues. Many of her visions and prophesies were written down (page 79 – picture of Hildegard having a vision) Her music resembles Gregorian Chant yet is original in style

CD #1 track 1  (page 83 in book) Alleluia, O Virga Mediatrix


Alternates between soloist and chorus


Monophonic, 1st melismatic then neumatic w/ a few leaps


Notice the poetry – picture painted by the words


To be used during the Proper of the Mass

CD Norton – CD 1 track #17

Page 82 - Polyphonic Music – 2 or more melody lines sung or played at the same time

The first polyphonic music was called organum:


Gregorian Chant as the melody plus a 2nd voice an interval of a 4th or 5th higher or lower, sung or played in parallel motion. Later it evolved so that the 2nd voice moved independently from the chant. Then a 3rd voice was added as a drone – sustaining long notes at lower pitches than the other voices

CD 1 track #4 (page 85)

Norton CD 1 track # 30
Music moved from being totally oral tradition and improvised (made up as you go along) to carefully thought out and planned.

The creation of polyphonic music brought the need for:

1. a steady beat to keep the parts moving together

2. writing music with an exact pitch and rhythm

The first time signature used was 


The 3 stood for the Holy Trinity – God the Father, God the son and God the Holy Spirit

In the Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris France (still there today) a choirmaster named Leonin (late 1100's) wrote the first polyphonic music (that we know of) He put together a book of music for the entire church year  - the Proper and the Ordinary – called "Great Book of Organum."

Perotin served as choirmaster after Leonin. Perotin expanded organum by using 3 and 4 voices, one of them the sustained drone

Norton CD 1 track #42
Medieval Motet – page 84


Take organum (Gregorian Chant plus multiple voices) and add words to the non -melody voices – that gives you a motet
When the different voices have different words it is called polytextual
A motet's text can be sacred or secular, with or without instruments

Norton CD 1 track #46 & 47
Secular music – page 86

Minstrels – musicians who wander from town to town, singing, playing instruments, dancing, juggling, animal acts, magic shows, plays

Troubadours – poet-musicians who worked in royal courts in Europe. Troubadours were often aristocrats and royalty themselves. They were responsible for entertainment for the court – music for listening or dancing, ceremonies, tournaments, military campagnes

Secular music could be love songs, ballads (songs that tell a story), polital, moral, war, laments, or dance pieces

Guillaume de Machaut  1300 – 1377  
page 87

French composer and poet – secretary to the King of Bohemia (now Chez Republic)





Worked in court of Charles – Duke of Normandy






Who later became King of France





Worked at Cathedral of Rheims

Since Guillaume worked for royalty and also then church, he was familiar with sacred and secular music. Guillaume was admired as a great musician long after his death.

We know he wrote over 20 motets, French chansons (love songs) and a polyphonic setting of the Ordinary of the Mass

CD 1 track #6 – chanson "Since I Am Forgotten" page 91

Norton CD 1 track #53 & #56 Agnus Dei from Mass
Instrumental Music of the Middle Ages – page 92

Up until now Vocal music seemed to be the most important but by the 1300 instrumental music was becoming more popular. Instrumental music was rarely written down, often improvised. Because it was not written down, we do not have the earliest instrumental music but we know it was popular because we see instruments in paintings of the time (see pictures on pages 90 and 92)

There were generally 2 classifications of instruments


1. bas – soft volume instruments for indoors



recorder – common – end blown flute



lute – string instrument similar to guitar w/rounded back (p90)



harp & psaltery – plucked string instruments



vielle – bowed string instrument


2. haut – loud volume instruments for outdoors



shawm – early oboe – loud nasal tone



slide trumpet & sackbut  - became trombone



tabor – large cylindrical drum



nakers – small drums played in pairs

in addition to these string, brass, woodwind and percussion instruments, there were keyboard instruments such as the organ. An organ took several men to operate. A team pumped the air for the pipes. Others moved the slide mechanism to open and close the pipes and of course, one to play the keyboard

The music we have for these instruments are simple monophonic melodies. Musicians probably added improvised embellishments (musical decorations) and drones (sustained tones

Today some of the old instruments are being recreated, learned and performed with

Record of Instruments of the Middles Ages/ Renaissance

